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Rethinking Knowledge Crisis Confronting Universities Today
Li Hailong P1

Abstract: Universities today seems to be growing steadily but in fact many of them are facing an impending knowledge crisis. That is
because a much higher demand for rapid knowledge creation and predictive knowledge has led to a widening gap between the elite uni—
versities and those not-so-elite ones. Such a crisis derived from the new model of knowledge production and evaluation in our post-in—
dustrial society where the Internet is playing a crucial role in reshaping the landscape of knowledge. Facing this changing environ—
ment universities need to keep up with the times and uphold the spirit of excellence when pursuing knowledge. In fact history has al—
ready proved that it is a sound knowledge system rather than good reputation that makes an excellent university.

Key words: universities; knowledge crisis; landscape of knowledge; excellent university; first class universities; advanced knowledge

The Reception of Humboldtian University Concept in China

Hou Huaiyin Wen Hui P48

Abstract: Wilhelm von Humboldt ( 1767 — 1835) ’ s concept of university education has profoundly influenced higher education
throughout the whole world. Back in the early 20th century Humboldtian university concept was introduced into China by Cai Yuanpei
(1868 —1940) an educator who served as the president of Peking University from 1916 to 1926 and built the university after the Ger—
man model. Since China’ s Reform and Opening up in 1978 Humboldt’ s university concept has been reinterpreted and re-evaluated by
Chinese educators many of whom view the Humboldtian model from a more dynamic holistic and pragmatic perspective. When intro—
ducing and assimilating educational theories from abroad ( like Humboldt’ s university concept) we have to always bear in mind the
following four points: ( 1) sticking to our own values; (2) remaining fully aware of China’ s reality; (3) maintaining critical thinking;

and (4) adopting diversified perspectives.

Key words: Wilhelm von Humboldt ( 1767 — 1835) ; thoughts on university education; reception; stick to one’ s values; critical

thinking; diversified perspectives



