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A Probe into the Logic of the Eastward Spread of Western Learning in Pedagogy
—A Review and Reflections on the Spread of Western Pedagogy to China in the 20th Century

Hou Huatyin

Abstract: The spread of pedagogy to China depends not only on the subject itself, but also on the social, historical,
and cultural backgrounds in China. With the wide spread of Western learning to the east, and the rise of teacher
education, the spread of Western pedagogy to China has become a significant phenomenon in the process of China’s
modernization of education. Western education was first spread to China, followed by the Western education systems, the
thoughts of Western education, and Western pedagogy; they were spread by missionaries first, and then by the Chinese
people. This inspired the birth and early construction of Chinese pedagogy, improved its reconstruction and development,
and promoted the integration of Chinese education with the international community. However, how to spread Western
pedagogy is still an important problem to be solved by Chinese researchers. We cannot copy or imitate the approaches to
the development of Western pedagogy; instead, we need to make a rational analysis of the significance of Western
pedagogy, spread it intelligently, and make more effort to study the history of Western pedagogy so as to promote the
development of Chinese pedagogy.
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